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Minutes of the 15t Africa-Europe Forum of Local and regional
governments!

Opening Ceremony

Mr Gilbert Kone Kafana, President of the Union of Towns and Cities of Céte d'Ivoire (UVICOCI)

Mr Gilbert Kone Kafana opened the session with an address and thanks to the:

f Honorable President of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR)

f Distinguished Representative of the President of United Cities and Local Governments
of Africa (UCLGA)

f Distinguished President of the Assembly of Regions and Districts of Cote d'lvoire
(ARDCI)

f Distinguished Governor of the Autonomous District of Abidjan

f  Honorable mayors and local and regional elected officials of Cote d'lvoire, Africa and
Europe

f Distinguished journalists

f Honorable participants and guests to the forum

f Ladies and gentlemen

In his opening statement he outlined the commitment of the United Cities and Local
Governments of Africa (UCLGA) and the Pan-African assaciation of local governments to
strive towards promoting the voice of local Africa wherever it was needed.

In my capacity as President of the Union of Cities and Local Governments of Cote dlvoire
(uviCoal), it is with a feeling of solidarity, obligation of dedication and responsibility that |
appreciated the decision of the UCLGA General Assembly session, held in Johannesburg in
December 2015, to appoint me as a member of the Pan-African Council, a deliberative body
of the Pan-African Organization.

On the same date, my peers also decided to entrust to me the delicate responsibility of
representing West Africa within the Financial Management Commission of the Pan-African
Council. It is therefore in this twin capacity, at the moment when my country, Cote dvoire, is
delighted to host over one hundred local elected officials from Africa and Europe, that | have
to fulfill the assignment to be the first, to take the floor and wish you, dear colleagues,
welcome to Abidjan, a cosmopolitan city and the economic capital city of Cote d'lvoire.

Beyond these words of welcome, | would like to express the gratitude of the local elected
officials of Cote d'\voire to PLATFORMA - the European voice of local and regional
governments and the Council of European Municipalities and Regions. It is these two European
organizations, which in agreement with UCLGA, our Pan-African Organization, have developed
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the initiative to hold in Abidjan this 1st Africa-Europe Forum of Local and Regional
Governments, on the sidelines of the 5th African Union - European Union Summit.

On behalf of my colleagues, local elected officials of Cote dvaire, | would like to reiterate my
gratitude to the coordinators of UCLGA, first and foremost, Mr. Khalifa Ababacar Sall, Mayor
of Dakar, President of UCLGA, who is not in our midst today for reasons you are all aware of.
The theme of the 5th African Union — European Union is "investing in youth." This theme is a
challenge to us as local elected officials, whether we are from Africa or from Europe. Youth,
is a topic of great concern when the national and/ or local public policies do not meet
sufficiently the education and employment of the young people. The abundance of news on
the migratory adventures of African youth and the return to the medieval practices of
slavery, which are now unveiled, constitute strong illustrations of these collective concerns.
| hope that the exchange of experiences and opinions that will take place throughout our
deliberations will lead to relevant conclusions and recommendations, in terms of solutions,
to the global challenges of sustainable local economic development, taking into account the
issues of education, training, professional integration of young people and women and the
environment in which our people live.

Indeed, by granting more authority and resources to local governments, public policies
should be more likely to be effective and inclusive since the local authorities and local
stakeholders enjoy the advantage of being more imbued with the opinions, needs and
expectations of our people and especially young people and women.

| wish success to this first Africa-Europe Forum of Local and Regional Governments.

Mr Jeannot Ahoussou-Kouadio, President of the Association of Regions of Céte d’lvoire
(ARDCI)

It is with a great joy that | am taking the floor today, Monday, November 27, 2017, on behalf
of all Ivorian local elected officials gathered within the Assembly of Regions and Districts of
Cote d'Ivoire (ARDCI), that | have the honor to lead.

| must confess it is @ moment of great pride for Cote d'lvaire, our beautiful country and for
the Ivorian people and especially for the governors of districts, the presidents of regions, the
mayors, the district councilors, the regional councilors and the municipal councilors, to host
today, the first Africa-Europe Forum of Local and Regional Governments.

| would therefore like, on behalf of the Ivorian local elected officials and their African and
European counterparts, to pay tribute to the President of the Republic, HE. Mr. Alassane
Quattara and express to him our infinite gratitude for having accepted the holding, on the



sidelines of the Fifth African Union-European Union Summit, the present Africa-Europe Forum
of Local and Regional Governments.

Our thanks also go to the Prime Minister, Minister of Budget and State Portfolio and Head of
Government for the sponsorship, which expresses the support of the government to the
issues pertaining to decentralization and local development as vehicles of socio-economic
transformation.

My greetings go also to Mr. Elong Mbassi, Secretary General of United Cities and Local
Governments of Africa (UCLG-Africa). as well as to our friends from PLATFORMA, whose
structures played a major role in the organization of the present forum.

On behalf of my peers, the Ivorian local elected officials, and in my personal name, | wish you
the traditional AKWAABA, that is the cordial welcome to all. Africa welcomes you. lvory Coast
welcomes you. | would also wish, if you could find the time on the sidelines of deliberations,
to explore the hospitality and the specific warmth of the Ivorian tradition and the various
marvels, including the cultural ones that will be offered to you.

For the Ivorian local elected officials, by offering to Africa and Europe the framework of this
exchange forum, Cote dlivoire thus offers to the elected officials of the sub-national
governments, the opportunity to contribute to the search for solutions to the main issues
that will be at the heart of the summit of heads of state and government, namely the issues
pertaining to vyouth, peace and security, migration and human mobility, job creation,
investments, but also climate change and access to energy.

It is a great opportunity for local elected officials of Africa and Europe to engage in dialogue,
taking into account the specific contexts, the legislations and the constraints specific to each
continent.

Most especially, our meeting should help to formulate a common vision of the role of
regional and local governments in the management of our territories and the integration of
the basic needs of our people into the structural transformation of our societies, as well as
the integration of the main issues facing our people. These are development finance issues,
the place given to sub-national governments in managing issues such as the SDGs, youth
employment and integration and sustainable development.

This forum should also be an opportunity for all the authorities from the local and regional
governments to reaffirm, in a clear and precise way, that the reflection and the decisions on
the future of humanity, especially on youth as the driving force of sustainable development,
the financing of local development and the well-being of our people, can only be addressed
by ensuring they are actively involved.



These especially concern the political dialogue and the redefinition of the strategic
orientations of the African Union - European Union partnership, cooperation between our two
continents upon the expiry of the Cotonou Agreement signed between the 79 States of the
ACP Group of States and the 28 countries of the European Union, as well as immigration and
its disastrous consequences, sustainable development and the Sustainable Development
Goals.

The issue of investment in youth for a sustainable future, which is at the center of the fifth
African Union-European Union Summit on November 29 and 30, 2017, should also be
reflected upon in the heart of our exchanges, in view of the fact that youth is the future of
our local and regional governments, our societies, our respective countries, our continents
and the international community.

Distinguished representatives of regional and local governments, the international
community is watching us and is expecting that we come out of this forum with specific and
concrete proposals on the current main issues. There is a need for us, through the various
round tables and panels as well as in the Declaration of the Local and Regional Governments,
that will sanction our deliberations, to conduct fruitful reflections that can help the heads of
state and government at their summit in November, in their decision making.

We, local governments, want to be credible and effective partners of central governments
and international organizations. It is with these words that | would like to end my remarks. |
wish fruitful deliberations to everyone.



Mr Stefano Bonaccini, President of Emilia-Romagna Region, Italy, President of the Council of
European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) and co-chair of the Forum

Honourable prime minister,

Honourable presidents of regions,
Honourable mayors and councilors of
Europe’s and Africa’s towns and regions
All protocol observed

| express my gratitude to your
participation, particularly for those who
have travelled far from Africa and
Europe to be here - given voice to our
local and regional governments' priorities
and showing how we already contribute to sustainable development. Your presence gives
this forum additional importance.

| express also my satisfaction with the fact that for the first time we are having this Africa-
Europe local & regional government forum. Our continents are interdependent. At the
subnational level we have been collaborating since many years and it is high time we make
this visible in the context of the AU-EU partnership as well.

We are at the start of an intensive day of work that will bring us to the adoption of the local
& regional governments declaration towards the heads of state. And we will deliver these
messages to the summit on Wednesday morning.

Colleagues, Africa is not the cause of Europe’s challenges but is part of the solution.

As representatives of Europe’s towns and regions | can only stress that we are eager to
contribute to this sustainable future of both continents. We are here because we believe in
partnerships. Our messages today are towards the African Union and the European Union to
take local and regional governments on board of their partnership as equal partners in the
design of policies and programs, to listen to our voices because we have a lot of intelligence
that will be needed to make any strategy for sustainable development a success. Post-truth
does not work at the local level : our citizens see what is working and what is not. Our close
relation with our constituents is our key contribution.

Our messages today are also towards each other. We demand the AU and EU to listen to us
but we also need to listen to each other as equal partners. We will hear about concrete
initiatives that are worth exchanging: Africa has it network of locally elected women (REFELA)
and Europe has the Young Elected Councillors - these are initiatives at the very core of our
task to make societies inclusive and we should come out of today's forum with concrete ideas
that we can take from each other. Why would Europe not have a network of women mayors
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or Africa a network of young people in local public life in the near future. And if the African
Union and the European Union are serious about investing in youth, well | invite them to
support this kind of initiatives through their joint partnership.

Colleagues,

Today we present our strength to take action. Today we also demand from the heads of
states to change their traditional way of doing and to envisage a future that includes more
key stakeholders in society — and evidently local governments are an intrinsic part of that.

We recall that the European Union has, on multiple occasions, recognized the role of local
and regional governments as actors for development, that the African Union now also has a
charter on local self-government and decentralisation but we notice subnational
governments are still de-facto largely absent in political dialogues at continental levels. This,
we hope will change soon now the African Union Agenda 2063, the European Consensus on
Development and the UN Agenda 2030 clearly recognize the goals will not be reached
without Llocal governments actively engaged, mabilized and empowered to deliver.

The support we have received from the European Union through the framework partnership
agreement it has with CEMR-PLATFORMA and UCLG-Africa and the endorsement by the
African Union Commission for this first Africa-Europe local government forum is an
encouraging sign and we hope to take it much further. In one year we will be joining our
colleagues of UCLG-Africa in their Africities conference in Morocco to make a state of play
of this process.

Finally, I recall the value and importance of partnerships. European towns and regions have
a long standing tradition of what is often called decentralized cooperation, jumelages or
twinnings. These have evolved strongly to become modern and equal partnerships between
colleagues. Technical staff and political leaders meet and exchange. These partnerships have
concrete impacts in building the governance capabilities of both partners. They merit more
support in this changing landscape where on one hand public and political pressure in Europe
is big to not invest public means outside of the territory and on the other hand more and
more responsabilities are shifted to the cities.

These partnerships are not just anecdotical, the trigger true systemic changes at the
subnational level. Such a partnership might not result in a new bridge or tunnel in a city but
improves the capability of towns and regions to strategically plan and run the territory. We
must insist on this as we are governing for our citizens, not just engineering the built
environment of our towns and regions.

Let us not forget that any civil society or private initiative will only be truly successful and
sustainable if it happens in a context governed by a capable and accountable local
government. The desire to increase private sectors’ role in development is understandable
but we must insist today in our role to guide these processes —and in many countries it needs
increased capabilities at the local level to engage with large external companies so they
deliver to the benefit of all.



So colleagues, let us have an open-minded exercise today. Self-critical of what we can do and
what we still need to improve. This will make our case stronger when we demand the AU-EU
partnership recognized our key role and delivers on its promises to engage local
governments more strongly.

| Local & Regional Europe
| L'Europe locale & régionale
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Mr Cheikh Gueye, Deputy Mayor of Dakar, Representative of the President of UCLG Africa and
co-chair of the Forum

We had to wait the 5" AU-EU Summit for a local and regional government's Forum to be
finally recognised. In Africa we have a long tradition of gathering in the Africities Summit,
which success has been confirmed since the first edition, here in Abidjan. And it will also be
the case for this AU-EU Forum of local and regional governments. National governments
must now acknowledge that public authority has three dimensions: national, international but
also sub-national.

frica

“National government i
address alone global challenge

rique

too big to address local challenge

The three levels of governance must work
together. We hope that all stakeholder of the AU-
EU Partnership is aware that it is through territories
and through the involverment of local governments that this Partnership can successfully
take roots at the grassroot level. This is the objective of the cooperation between CEMR, and
UCLG Africa: the two regional sections of United Cities and Local Governments, our global
association, to translate the partnership between Africa and the EU into partnership between
territories. May our work be the starting point of a new era of cooperation, friendship and
peace, thanks to the mobilisation of local leaders engaged in development cooperation.

Ms Birgitte Markussen, Deputy Managing Director — Africa Division, European External Action
Service, Representative of HRVP Federica Mogherini

Thanked the organisers of the events for inviting the EU to be
part of this opening ceremony which represents a unique
opportunity of dialogue between local and regional
governments of Africa and Europe, Member States of the
African Union and European Union, and the AU and EU, on the
eve of the AU-EU Summit.

This is the first Forum of local and regional governments and |
am pleased to be in presence of so many local leaders, it
highlights the commitment of local and regional governments
for the AU-EU Partnership. The European union recognises the
/ crucial role of local governments and of decentralisation
processes: to make the 2030 Agenda a success it has to be implemented by civil society
organisations, local governments, youth and the private sector at the local level. It is
therefore critical for the EU to work closely with these stakeholders. The recently adopted
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European Consensus on Development recognises the core role of local governments in
achieving the 65% of 169 SDG targets that can only be reached by closely working and
engaging with local and regional governments. Localising the SDGs is key to the effective
implementation of the global agenda. Autonomous and accountable local governments can
promote SDGs through genuine local development and the mobilisation of a wide range of
local resources. Strengthening your role as local authority make sense to respond to citizens'
demand, ensuring inclusion and participation, leaving no one behind.

"Your mandate goes far beyond provision of services,
yvou are far more important”

With regards to urbanisation, your role is equally of prime importance, by 2050, 60% of the
world population is expected to live in urban areas. Cities offer large amount of opportunities
and challenges, for Africa, Europe and at the global level, but it requires local action. You are
also the frontline of reception and integration of migrants. You play a significant strategic
role for risk management and reduction in countries where you are the closest and
sometimes the only form of government present at the local level.

To contribute to answering these challenges, the EU focuses on some support measures to
decentralisation reforms, strengthening of local governments and ensuring the delivery of
development resources. This Forum is one of the result of the continuous and strategic
relationship between you local and regional governments, the EU and the regional networks
from Africa and Europe, and we will continue to support such initiatives in the future. The EU
also encourages decentralised cooperation, underlying the added value to implement
development agendas through continuous and peer to peer learning, twinning, meetings and
exchanges of experience. This type of interaction - being together face to face — cannot be
replaced. Finally, | thank PLATFORMA and UCLG Africa for the initiative of this Forum, and |
will be happy to hear your concrete recommendations for the AU-EU strategy.

Hon. Roger Nkodo Dang, President of the Pan African Parliament

The integration process of Africa is resolutely on the way, and
notably through the work of local and regional governments
who answer to the citizens’ demands at the grassroot level. The
pan-African parliament ensures the presidency of the
governance architecture of Africa, in that respect:

us indiferent”
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The principle of proximity as well as the 2030 Agenda, and in particular the goals 11, 12, 16
and 17, highlight the scale of the role of local governments in the building of a world that is
more inclusive and solidary. This change of paradigm in the joint strategy Africa-UE of 2007
is the best way to treat Africa as one: from the most local level of governance and through
a bottom-up approach. | reconfirm the availability of the pan-african parliament to support
your work, and it is a pleasure to meet with you on the occasion of this Forum.

Mpho Parks Tau, President of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)

The message | want to share in this Forum is |
not new, but more vital than ever before: local |
and regional governments have an essential
role to play in development. Without
independent, politically empowered, capable
and well ressourced local govenrment, |
development in Africa or anywhere else will £ ..
simply not happen. United Cites and Local M
Governments call for a renewed social
compact between citizens and the State to
tackle inequalities at all level. Local and
regional governments must be at the heart of
this process, transforming normative ideals
into concrete policies.

"I hope we will be systematically

involved from now on”

At UCLG, we are committed to play our part in the global agenda. In this, the global north has
different responsabilities than the global south, but the ties and role of local and regional
governments are similar around the world. Solidarity is one of UCLG's founding principle. And
it is particularly reflected through the work of UCLG Africa and CEMR. Local leadership can
flourish with the adequate legal framework and resources. We therefore need a renewed
commitment to decentralisation and mechanisms linking local, national and international
governance and creating synergies to identify and achieve common objectives. | hope this
Forum will conclude in this kind of multilevel governance, together between local and
regional governments, the EU and AU. We welcome the Strategic Partnerships between the
EU and associations of local and regional governments and the cooperation between the AU
and UCLG Africa.
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Ms Minata Samate Cessouma, Commissioner for Political Affairs of the African Union
Commission
PS4
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Ms Minata Samate Cessouma thanked the District of Abidjan and the government of Ivory
Coast for their facilitation in welcoming all delegations and participants of this Forum of local
and regional governments. She welcomed the participation of African and European local and
regional governments to the 5% Summit of the African Union and European Union,
mentionning it was an honnour and pleasure to be among these representatives on the
occasion of this Forum. During this event, participants will share their experience, in view of
the inclusion of the local dimension in the future partnership European Union-African Union.

She greeted the opportunity offered by this Forum organised on the eve of the Summit to
exchange with local and regional governments' representatives, and that her presence
translates the strong commitment of the African Union to build unity and development of
our continent from the territorial level. Such a development has the potential to accelerate
the structural change of our continent. The priority is to build a “people-centered” Africa, a
continent that leaves no one behind.

The strenghening ofour two unions require the contribution of local governments and their
leaders. They have demonstrated through their proximity with population their capacity to
obtain concrete results in the implementation of development programmes. The Heads of
States decided in their Malabo meeting, the creation of a High Council of local governments
as consultative body. The effective creation of this body will complete the representation of
all levels of the governance architecture. | wish this high council could be the equivalent of
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the European Committee of the Regions, and that it would be operationalised as soon as
possible.

Some of the points to be discussed by the AU and EU - such as increasing the prevention and
resolution of conflicts, fight against forced migration and displacements — can benefir from
the action of local and regional governments. The different challenges our continents must
face can also be adressed through decentralisation and governance. | seize the opportunity
of this Forum to call on the States who would not have done so yet to ratify the Charter on
the values and principles of decentralisation, local governance and local development. She
highlighted the neccessity to strenghen the capacities of local elected representatives.

In this Summit focusing on investing in Youth, we will discuss about public life, migration
issues, access to energy and sustainable and inclusive development. These issues are also
relevant to local and regional governments sphere of action. linvite you in particular to ramp
up your efforts to support youth. Decentralised cooperation projects in favour of youth can
contribute to keeping young people in their territory of origin, limiting the tragedies of
migration for african youth.

This Forum prefigures the key of political dialogue the AU is wishing for. We call for a
constructive dialogue between our institutions to build a partnership that reflect the
expectations of our people. | wish we could come up with a roadmap for the AU-EU
partnership that will contribute to effectively improve the living conditions of the population
and the link between our regions. | am aware that we are writing today a new page in History
and | wish full success to your work.

H.E. Mr Barnabe Dassigli, Minister for Decentralization and Local Governance, Benin, Chair of
the African Union Committee on Public Service, Local Government, Urban Development and
decentralization.

It's an honour for me to speak here as Chair of the technical specialized committee of the
African Union on public services, urban development, local governments and decentralization.
This committee aims at improving public services for the population, and to promote
decentralization and the role of local and regional governments in African States. Among our
successes we can count two fundamental texts: the African Charter on the values and
principles of public services and the Charter on the values and principles of decentralisation,
local governance and local development which is going through ratification process and will
become one of the reference instrument of the African Union when ratified by Member
States.
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"It is time to demonstrate that cities and territories play a critical role
for the elaboration of policies and strategies”

The fields where this principle apply are numerous: be it climate, economic development,
migration, youth, all these policy areas that you chose to debate upon in this first Forum.,

Local and regional governments represent a extraordinary source of innovation and best
practices, that will in turn inspire other cities through sharing experience. Together with the
private sector and civil society, this Africa-Europe Forum of local and regional governments
was the missing link of the AU-EU dialogue. It is now a concrete debate on life of the
populations in cities and territories. The specialized technical committee n°8 is in favor of
institutionalizing this Forum of local and regional governments among the official side-events,
and is convinced that the conclusions of this Forum will enrich the work of the AU-EU Summit.
| hope that you will be given the opportunity to present them during the Summit in two days.

i N
G AFRICA
U AFRIQUE
laue tocae

1

|
|

FRICA

et o e
RIQUE"
i Unes dASnque.

“RICA
ko 62

15



Panel 1: The role of local and regional governments in fostering EU-
AU Political Dialogue and Strategic Partnership

The panel was moderated by Mr Jean-Pierre Elong Mbassi, Secreary General of UCLG Africa.

Mr Hans Janssen, Mayor of Oisterwijk, Netherlands, Member of the Committee of the
Regions, member of the PLATFORMA political council

For most European mayors, Cotonou is only a faraway city. That shows an under-estimation
of what the EU-ACP partnership means for the local governments in Africa and for the
partnerships between European and African local and regional governments. The Cotonou
agreement was one of the very first multilateral agreements that explicitly recognises the
subnational governments as actors for development.

However, the PLATFORMA study that we release today shows clearly the agreement has not
delivered on its promises. The reports first analyse the commitments taken in the Cotonou
Partnership Agreement, and most specifically onits article 4 and other provisions mentioning
local governments.

The Agreement thus clearly specifies:
Local governments should be informed and involved in consultations
Local governments should be provided with capacity-building support
Decentralised cooperation should be encouraged as a mean to mobilise capabilities,
innovative operating methods and resources
Local governments should be provided with financial support
ACP countries should pursue decentralisation policies

Based on series of questionnaires and interviews it comes to the conclusions that these
commitments were not efficiently delivered in all countries, and one of the reason explaining
this is the lack of formal and agreed structure or mechanism for local governments
involvernent.

Let us not allow this to happen to the AU-EU partnership! It has become clear now that the
post-Cotonou framework is taking the direction of more regional cooperation, giving even
more importance to the AU-EU Partnership in this process. So, let's build on lesson learns,
maintain but most of all make real the participation of local and regional governments.

We must make a strong case today and share the declaration we are to adopt at the end of
our forum. We should build an action agenda and take stock in short time — not wait until the
next heads-of state summit in 5 years.

We must find synergies between actions in Africa and Europe — and between actors from
Africa and Europe: In this respect, PLATFORMA - the network of local and regional
governments for development decentralised cooperation - will increase its contribution to
coordinate European decentralised cooperation practitioners through mapping, constructing
a joint narrative and concepts on how to respond to changing contexts in policies and realities.
This will create an ever-stronger message to the EU development decision making fora and
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a strengthened outreach to the EU Member States level. We believe it will unlock the true
potential of what Europe’s towns and regions can contribute.

"Peer-to-peer learning is one of the most effective
and efficient avenues to build capabilities”

We must boost learning between peers: Triggering the wealth of experiences and expertise
that each local government and their associations have been building in both Europe and
Africa is having a significant leverage effect to reaching the sustainable development goals.

On behalf of the PLATFORMA coalition VNG International has piloted the CONNECT initiative
to facilitate the exchange of municipal experiences to the benefit of increased local
capabilities to deliver on the sustainable development goals. We have seen how this has been
a catalyst for change at the local level and we hope the AU-EU partnership can endorse and
support an impactful roll-out of this initiative.
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Ms Linda McAvan, Member of the European Parliament, Chair of the Committee on
Development

Before being elected as an MEP | worked in a local government, in  coal-mining town in the
north of England that was devastated by the closing of mines. To cope with the many
challenhes of this situation we needed money to help us rebuild structures and atract new
jobs in our town, and we needed ideas. For the money, we went to the European Union where
there is a systemn for redistributing money to poor regions, and the EU set a special
programme for coal-mining areas so we get assistance through this programme. But what
helped us as much as money was to exchange ideas with other cities of the areas. We
therefore created a network of coal-mining regions for all of Europe.
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We discussed this morning about SDGs, and in the new European Consensus on Development
there is specific part highlighting the importance of local and regional governments. But in
the next few months we will start to put down the next 7 years programme and | would like
to see some commitments to put local and regional governments as real actors ofthis
programme. We have to make sure cities get the capacitites to implment and deliver projects
on youth, climate change, etc.

The European Parliament adopted a resolution on the post-Cotonou in which we put emphasis
on the role of local governments. Now the EU has to put on the table its plans for the post-
Cotonou and then the negociation will open bewteen States. | will not forget local
governments at that moment, ans African colleagues must push as well during these
negociations.

Mr Vdino Reinart, Undersecretary for External Economic Policy and Development
Cooperation, Estonia, Presidency of the Council of the European Union

The 2030 Sustainable Development Ageda recquires the involvernent of local and regional
governments;

The Estonian Presidency considers that both the EU and the AU are unique entities. We are
well aware in Europe of the difference between places and territories, these differences have
to be taken into account. But the Presidency represents the whole Union, and we have been
able to take into account the different region's specificities, and we encourage African
colleagues to promote as well their regional interest.

Ms Jeanne d’Arc Kagayo, Ministre of local development of Burundi, Member of the Bureau of
the technical committee n°8 of the African Union

It is difficult to understand why, since its adoption in 2014, the African Union charter on
Principles and values of public services, local governments and decentralisation still have not
be signed by all the Member States, while we all agree to promote decentralisation in our
national policy, throughout our national strategies. At some point the States seem to be
afraid, but as a member of government of Republic of Burundilam proud to say that Burundi
is among the three Member States that have already ratified this Charter. For more than a
decade now,
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"Decentralisation brings citizens closer to the decision-making
processes’

African States have undergone a modernisation process that goes through decentralisation.
The ratification process of the Charter must take steps forward so that there would be norms
and strong commitments from Member States for advancing decentralisation. | call on all
African Union Member States to take these steps forward. | am myself committed to
decentralisation and to advocate towards other Member States for the ratification of this
Charter.

Mr. Mohamed Boudra, Mayor of Al-Hoceima, President of the Moroccan association of
Presidents of Local councils.

It is within a territory that we can assess of the success or failure of a national policy. Itis at
the territorial level that we can see the concrete results of reduction of poverty, increased
school enrolment, avoiding radicalisation. So | hope the recommendations we are making
today wille be heard.

"Europe needs Africa and Africa needs Europe, but both Europe and

Africa needs local governments”
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Panel 2: The role of local and regional governments in fostering
EU-AU Political Dialogue and Strategic Partnership

The panel was moderated by Mr. Fredéric Vallier, Secretary General of the Council of
European Municipalities and Regions. He explained that the objective of this second panel was
to enrich the political dialogue with the concrete experience of African and European local
and regional governments. This panel is dedicated to best practices that contribute to the
objectives of the Joint Africa-Europ Strategy (JAES), demonstrating how synergies are
possible anh how these best practices contribute to the development of our local and
regional governments.The themes that will be adressed are: women and vyouth
empowerment.

Ms Koseiyti Odette, Member of the Networks of Locally Elected Women of Africa (REFELA)

On the occasion of Women's day in 2017, the United Nations Secretary General said that
women's participation in the active population, offers unprecedented opportunities for
growth. A woman waorks day and night, even when she has no formal job. Women have a Lot
of daily challenges, and involvernent in public life is yet another challenge.

"Without women's participation, public policies will not deliver”

It is not because women are unwilling, it is because they lack time and support. We need both
men and women for development. Women must participate to changes as actor and not as
observers. And this has to be translated in legal dispositions.
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Ms Jocelyne Bougeard, Deputy Mayor of Rennes (France), representative of AFCCRE,
member of PLATFORMA Political Council

Between Europe and Africa, but also within Europe and Africa, we have different cultures,
different histories different structures, but we also have universal rights. And these rights
require strong individual and political commitments. Indeed there are still discrimination and
violence, education and training defficiencies.

| strongly believe in the capacities of networks of local governments to be dynamic about
these challenges.

10 vyears after its signature in 2007, we have elaborted a guidebook to promote
mainstreaming gender equality and gender sensitivity throughout all aspects of public life.
One can find concrete exemple in many areas. Some articles also concern development
cooperation, but the overall principles could very well apply and be disseminated in African
countries. What is missing now is the willingness to implement it, and to assess our results
through evaluations. At all level development cooperation and aid must be delivered under
the conditoon that it will benefit women as much as men.

Mr Frédéric Vallier, Secreatray Genral of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions
(CEMR), suggested to continue advancing on this issue, and together with the UCLG committee
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